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In a single lecture, covering so much ground, a certain amount of 
formalism is of course to be expected. Dominance is used with a 
bad and co-operation with a good connotation, for which undoubtedly 
critical support would be provided in a more extended discussion. 
In reality both are relative terms. What differentiates the dominance 
of Kaiser from that of Demos? Is the dominance of the will of the 
majority in a democracy an evil? Is there not a very real sense 
in which the dominance of public sentiment is even more fundamental 
in a democracy than co-operation? Co-operation is a relative term. 
During the war Germany excelled the allies in co-operation. The 
most brilliant illustrations of co-operation in American society appear 
in corrupt politics and the questionable creations of big business. It 
would almost seem as though in sheer skill in organization and 
co-operation the forces of evil have had the better of the forces of right- 
eousness. Not so much co-operation as the principles involved, the ends 
sought, is the important thing. Co-operation abstractly taken is 
exposed to the criticisms that have been levelled at the term upon which 
Royce sought to build his ethics, namely, loyalty. 

In his closing section on the interaction of ideas and institutions 
Professor Tufts has suggested how this formalism might be eliminated 
by a psychological analysis of the social situation. He has wisely 
eschewed "the formulations of the philosophers" in this short essay 
but obviously some theory of society is needed before we can give to 
these general terms exactness of meaning. It is to be hoped that 
Professor Tufts will expand this sketch into a social ethics or perhaps- 
a social philosophy. Certainly few among the philosophers are better 
equipped than he to give us this much needed interpretation of modern 
life. 
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Jewish Contributions to Civilization. By Joseph Jacobs. Phila- 
delphia: The Conat Press, 1919. Pp.334. $1.50. 

A main purpose of the present volume is a defence of the Jews 
against alleged facts and conclusions as pointed out by historical writ- 
ers and critics of the race. To adequately meet these critics it is not 
sufficient merely to answer the arguments advanced: it is necessary to 
present an affirmative statement showing the capacity of the group to 
contribute valuable elements to Western civilization. In last resort, 
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the value of the Jews, or of any other group, lies in their ability to con- 
tribute indispensable elements to the advancement of world-culture. 
This capacity, according to Dr. Jacobs, can be demonstrated only on 
the basis of past and present achievement. So he turns to history and 
attempts a determination and an evaluation of Jewish achievement 
during the past two thousand years. The general trend of the dis- 
cussion is to show that the Jews of the present time are, in capacity to 
produce intellectual genius, superior to any other group. Further, 
this intellectual superiority is a racial and biological thing; in the words 
of Dr. Jacobs, a superiority of germ-plasm. 

Along these lines, Dr. Jacobs fails to convince. Aside from the 
probable untenability of the thesis, the failure seems to he in the 
assumption that racial and individual accomplishment is an infallible 
index of racial and individual capacity. 

But this innate superiority in mental capacity is supplemented by 
the superiority of certain Jewish institutions, especially the religion 
of the people. To religion and especially to the Bible Dr. Jacobs gives 
the credit not alone for Jewish accomplishment but for the whole of 
Western civilization as well. "The Jews have been made what they 
are by the Bible." "The Jews are a creation of the Bible." It was 
because of this book that they retained, in spite of their dispersion in 
many lands, the cohesive elements which go to make up a people. 
Not only that; the Bible "in large measure, laid the foundations of 
European civilization." It was from the Jewish Bible that Europe 
learned the fundamentals of social justice and righteousness. "With- 
out the Bible and Bible religion Europeans would, so far as we know, 
still be worshipping the gods, probably with animal sacrifices." All 
of this is so at variance with simple, objective fact that it is only the 
constant reiteration of the idea which convinces the reader that 
Dr. Jacobs desires that it be taken seriously. 

To the student of social science, however, the chief interest in the 
volume lies in the theory which it advances to explain the anti- Jewish 
sentiment. This prejudice seems to have existed in Persia, in Greece, 
and in Rome, and to have been due in these places to the fact that the 
chief bond of union in the ancient city-states was the common worship 
of a local deity. The Jew with his one-god system could not share 
the worship and remain a Jew. As a result of this he was "regarded 
with disfavor by the ruling classes and, as a consequence, with 
contempt and hatred by the mob." The same principle of explana- 
tion is used to account for the more modern expression. Bismarck, 
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in the latter days of his career as Imperial Chancellor, revived the pre- 
judice in order to use it as a tool to discredit the National Liberal Party 
in the Reichstag. This revival tended to center around the newer 
doctrines of race and nationality but otherwise did not differ from the 
earlier expression. The prestige of Prussia made her an example to be 
imitated in this as in other respects by the remainder of the German 
Empire. Germany being the ideal for the reconstruction of the most 
of the other European states, her Jewish hatred was imitated by the 
others. Even in England and America there was a revival of the anti- 
Jewish feeling. 

The peculiar practices and beliefs of the Jews, the fact that they 
are aliens in most Western lands, and the fact that their characteristic 
physical appearance makes their identification as of a different race 
comparatively easy, are important, in Dr. Jacobs' opinion, only in 
accounting for the ease with which anti-Jewish sentiment spreads. 
These things form a nucleus about which the sentiment can crystallize 
but are in no sense an explanation of the sentiment itself. That is a 
creation of the upper and ruling classes and persists among the people 
because it is supported by the opinions of men above them. It is not 
due to any difference in racial temperaments. It is a purely artificial 
thing and throughout the ages has been propagated "as a part of 
political and ecclesiastical policy." 

As disguised propaganda designed to foster a nationalistic or racial 
sentiment in a disintegrating religious sect the book is particularly 
well done. As a side-light on Jewish psychology it is not without its 
points of value to the student of social and race psychology. As a 
scientific study the book is not valuable. 



E. B. Reuter 



University of Illinois 



The Gary Schools, a General Account. By Abraham Flexner 
and Frank P. Bachman, General Education Board, New 
York, 1918. 

Careful study of this summary of a searching but dispassionate 
survey of the Gary schools will have a sobering effect on the rapidly 
increasing group of persons who turn to educational reforms for effect- 
ive means of reconstructing a war-wrecked world. The demand that 
a fine equipment, an ingenious organization, and an exceptionally sound 
adjustment of the curriculum to social needs and to child psychology 
shall be supplemented by a capacity for "taking infinite pains" in caring 



